
A Really Dull Title for a Snappy Lesson 
 

This “paper” is just a sample that I will use in order to show you how to integrate 
quotations and citations into your text.  When you are paraphrasing, you—obviously—
don’t have to use quotation marks.  After all, a paraphrase is information that you’ve 
borrowed from someone, but it isn’t the exact words.  However, it is important that you 
give credit where credit is due, and a good way to do that is to place the author’s name at 
the end of the paragraph holding the information you’ve paraphrased.  How do you do 
this?  It’s easy.  You just put the author’s last name and the page number where you 
obtained the information in parenthesis.  Do you need a comma between the author’s 
name and the page number?  NO.  The only punctuation you’ll need is after the 
parenthesis, or what English teachers call the parenthetical citation (Yarrow 234). 

Well that’s easy enough, but it still doesn’t show you how to use quotes in the 
text.  What I mean is, if you are directly borrowing material from someone and not just 
rewording it, how do you give credit?  You use quotations!  As you know, you almost 
always introduce a quotation with a comma or colon.  You introduce a quote with a 
comma when your tag (introductory phrase/clause) is not a complete sentence; you 
introduce your quote with a colon when your tag is a complete sentence.  Then, once you 
conclude your quotation with the end quotation mark, you create the parenthetical 
citation of the last name of the author with the page number of the text.  Then end your 
parenthesis and put in the period.  Here, I’ll show you.  The first lines of the book Alice in 
Wonderland are, “Alice was beginning to get very tired of sitting by her sister on the 
bank, and of having nothing to do” (Carroll 1).  Let me try one more time because “trying 
more than once is always important” (Powers 5). 

But what if you’re citing from a web page?  Well, you don’t want to put the entire 
web address in a parenthetical citation.  It would just take up too much space.  So, you 
put in the last name of the author of the web page.  If you can’t find the author of a web 
page (which is not uncommon), use the first word of the title.  Let’s give it a try, shall 
we?  Probably the most notable of contemporary authors to hit the New York scene is 
Elvin Shems, “A virtual genius when it comes to colon and semicolon manipulation” 
(Wouk).   

Finally, what do you do when you have a lot to quote?  If you have more than 
four lines of prose or poetry to quote, you need to do two things.  First, make sure you 
actually need all of it.  Don’t just stick a long quote in to take up space.  Second, if you 
do indeed need to quote all the lines, you have to format it differently.  First, introduce 
your quote with a colon (even if it isn’t a complete sentence).  Then for the quote itself, 
you start a new line, indent one inch on the left margin (keep the right margin where it 
is), and type your lines.  Then, you put your end punctuation in and finally your 
parenthetical citation.  Note that you DO NOT use quotation marks.  These are used to 
show the reader you’re borrowing someone else’s material, but changing your formatting 
also does this, so to do both is be repetitively redundant.  Let’s give it a try, shall we?  
I’m really enjoying the book 1984.  The opening is quite poignant: 

 
It was a bright cold day in April, and the clocks were striking thirteen.  
Winston Smith, his chin nuzzled into his breast in an effort to escape the 
vile wind, slipped quickly through the glass doors of Victory Mansions, 



though not quickly enough to prevent a swirl of gritty dust from entering 
along with him. (Orwell 5) 
 

Now let’s talk about the works cited and works consulted pages.  A works cited 
page is going to do the following: 

• Present all the resources you have cited in your paper 
• Be attached to your paper on a separate piece of paper (even if you only 

have one source and want to save paper, you still MUST put the works 
cited on a separate sheet). 

• Be presented in alphabetical order. 
• Use the required format prescribed by MLA 

For this paper, you will find a properly formatted works cited page attached. 
The works consulted page will list those sources you visited but did not cite 

directly in your text.  The purpose behind this is to CYB so your reader can know what 
sources you’ve visited.  It can also be impressive if you’ve done a lot of legwork for a 
paper but you’ve not needed to cite any sources.  

Why do we go through all this trouble to identify sources and authors?  Is it just 
so English teachers can make sure that students use their own writing and don’t buy 
essays off the Internet?  Of course not.  As students, you need to do your own work and 
think your own thoughts.  I’m not interested in grading the writing of your mom or dad or 
a published author in that field.  If I was, then perhaps I would invite them to submit a 
paper to be graded.  But there’s another reason.  Let’s say I’m reading your paper on 
ancient Greece, and you’ve quoted a noted expert on Greek hairstyles.  I just happen to be 
very interested in Greek hairstyles and I want to read more about it.  Instead of asking 
you where you got your information, I can just flip to your works cited page (always 
situated as a separate sheet at the end of your paper), scroll down until I find either the 
last name of the author or the word from the web site that you so painstakingly cited, and 
then I can go to that source myself (Rortharg).   

Another reason why you want to include that information is that when you are 
advancing in your academic career (moving to the next grade and on for the Ph.D), your 
peers and professors will not only expect you to be honest and proper in citing sources, 
but if you get busted being otherwise, you could lose your grade, your position in college, 
and even your job.  Because to not give credit where credit is due is called stealing, and 
it’s illegal and unethical.  
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Note: 
1. You will have the title Works Cited and it should be centered, 12 point.  
2. All entries are left flush and in alphabetical order.  If you need additional lines for 

an entry, indent 5 spaces. 
3. Your Works Consulted page will be just like this one, but it will have the title 

Works Consulted. 
4. You will be using electronic sources for the most part.  Here’s what the Owl has 

to say for your works cited page regarding such sources: 
• Author and/or editor names (if available) 
• Name of the Website in italics 
• Any version numbers available, including revisions, posting dates, 

volumes, or issue numbers. 
• Publisher information, including the publisher name and publishing date. 
• Medium of publication: Web, Print, etc. 
• Date you accessed the material. 
• URL (if required or for your own personal reference) 
• If you can’t locate any of these, use the proper abbreviations to indicate 

they are missing: n.d. (no date), n.p. (no publisher), n. pag. (no page 
numbers provided in this source) . 

 
The Purdue Owl: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ 
 
This is not the homepage, but it will take you directly to the MLA resource page you will 
most use for this class. 
 

 


